CHAPTER III

WE now come to the last of the three great powers
in upper Assam, who being a more or less literate
people, have given us through their well connected
historical records, or " buranjis " written in the Pali
character, the clearest knowledge of doings in that
country, whether touching on the Kocches, Kacharis
or Moghuls, during their 600 years of power. As
mentioned before, the Ahoms, whose " h " softened
to c3c s," has given us the name " Assam," were non-
Buddhist Shans, by religion pagans and demon wor-
shippers, who, trekking west from their own country,
of which Mogoung, in upper Burma, was the capital,
in the early part of the thirteenth century reached the
eastern extremity of the Brahmaputra valley and
formed settlements in the Namrup locality on the
Dihing river. Their immediate neighbours were then
the Chutiya tribe, who ruled the country east of the
Subansiri river, and the Moran tribe, between the
Dikkoo and Dihing rivers. With the latter they soon
came into conflict, and by 1236 the Ahoms had estab-
lished themselves at and around Abhaypur, while
twenty years later saw them in occupation of the
country . near Charaideo, which they made their
capital; and which, in spite of its removal later on to